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What is the EEB?

EEB: the environmental voice 
of European citizens

We stand for 
environmental justice, 
sustainable 
development and 
participatory 
democracy. 

Our aim is to ensure 
the EU secures a 
healthy environment 
and rich biodiversity 
for all.

www.eeb.org

http://www.eeb.org/


URGENT ACTIONS ARE NEEDED



TURKEY
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Turkey – 2.2 Earths
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THE 2020 CE ACTION PLAN 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-
economy/index_en.htm

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/index_en.htm




p.9

- A new political term – “green” 

Commission and Parliament?

- Green Deal – “economic growth 

decoupled from resource use”

“About half of total greenhouse 

gas emissions and more than 

90% of biodiversity loss and water 

stress come from resource 

extraction and processing of 
materials, fuels and food”

THE CEAP AS A POLITICAL OPPORTUNITY?







WHAT IS CIRCULAR ECONOMY?

Multiple interpretation, but three 
core elements:
-Resources productivity
-Limiting Environmental Impacts 
-Resilience

A circular economy is a regenerative system in 
which resource input and waste, emission, and 
energy leakage are minimised by slowing, 
closing, and narrowing material and energy 
loops. This can be achieved through long-lasting 
design, maintenance, repair, reuse, 
remanufacturing, refurbishing, and 
recycling. This is contrast to a linear 
economy which is a 'take, make, dispose' model of 
production. (Wikipedia)

EEB 21/10/2020 – WesternBalkans and ENV.net study tour- 1
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MATERIAL FLOWS: WHY IT MATTERS



1. Slow
(long life of products)

2. Small
(no superfluous waste)

3. Local
(territorial hierarchy)

4. Clean
(no toxic substances)

Not only about recycling!

To fit the wider system, circular
economy solutions must be  
filtered by those principles:

5. Sustainable 
feedstocks

6. Perpetual
(and regenerative)
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CEAP REACTIONS
EU Commission

EEB reaction

ECN reaction

Rreuse reaction

Zero Waste reaction

FoEE reaction

ECOS reaction

IEEP reaction

Chatham House reaction

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/index_en.htm
https://eeb.org/circular-economy-action-plan-2020/
https://www.compostnetwork.info/download/200311_ecn-press-release_new-circular-economy-action-plan/
https://www.rreuse.org/circular-economy-action-plan-a-socially-inclusive-vision-with-re-use-and-repair-at-heart/
https://zerowasteeurope.eu/2020/03/press-release-the-circular-economy-action-plan-a-beautiful-patchwork-of-initiatives-pointing-in-the-right-direction/
https://www.foeeurope.org/circular-economy-plan-eu-commission-bury-head-sand-110320
https://ecostandard.org/news_events/press-release-the-new-circular-economy-action-plan-promises-ecodesign-for-all/
https://ieep.eu/publications/an-analysis-of-the-new-eu-circular-economy-action-plan
https://www.chinadialogue.net/article/show/single/en/11912-What-does-the-EU-circular-economy-plan-mean-for-China-
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CE ACTION PLAN OVERVIEW

- Strongest ever formulations in intentions

- A structure in sections: prevailing product policy

- Triggering a transformative systemic change or improving BaU?
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STRONG INTENTIONS
Two iconic paragraphs:

To fulfil this ambition, the EU needs to 

accelerate the transition towards a 

regenerative growth model that gives 

back to the planet more than

it takes, advance towards keeping its 

resource consumption within 

planetary boundaries, and therefore 

strive to reduce its consumption 

footprint and double its circular 

material use rate in the coming 

decade.

Europe will not achieve transformative 

change by acting alone. The EU will 

continue to lead the way to a circular 

economy at the global level and

use its influence, expertise and financial 

resources to implement the 2030 

Sustainable Development Goals. This 

plan aims also at ensuring that the 

circular

economy works for people, regions and 

cities, fully contributes to climate 

neutrality and harnesses the potential of 

research, innovation and digitalisation.

It foresees the further development of a 

sound monitoring framework contributing 

to measuring well-being beyond GDP.
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TRIGGERING A TRANSFORMATIVE SYSTEMIC CHANGE 

OR IMPROVING BaU?

Systemic changes

- Sustainable products as the norm

- Right to repair

- Reducing carbon and env footprints

- Digital product passport

- Waste prevention targets

- Material ownership BMs

- Mention of a tax on plastics

- Mandatory GPP

- Substantiate green claims

- Comprehensive strategies on textiles and 

Sustainable Built Environment

- Global alliance on CE, defining SOS (safe 

operating space)

- Several legislative initiatives

Business as usual

- No commitments on resources use 

reduction

- Strong focus on recycled materials, 

secondary raw materials market

- Tax on non-recycled plastic waste, not virgin 

plastic use

- ‘Encourage, encourage’

- Post Covid policy – strenghten the 

transition
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A STRUCTURE IN SECTIONS: PREVAILING 

PRODUCT POLICY

Source: EU Commission 



35 actions along the entire life cycle of 
products, to:

• Make sustainable products the norm in the 
EU

• Empower consumers and public buyers

• Focus also on key product value chains: 
electronics and ICT; batteries and vehicles; 
packaging; plastics; textiles; construction and 
buildings; food; water and nutrients

• Ensure less waste

• Make circularity work for people, regions and 
cities

• Lead global efforts on circular economy

A new vision for Europe

New Circualar Economy Action Plan



KEY PRODUCT VALUE CHAINS

Electronics and ICT

Batteries & vehicles

Packaging

Plastics
Textiles

Construction & 
buildings

Food, water & nutrients

+ Furniture?

Source: EU Commission 



EMPOWERING CONSUMERS AND PUBLIC BUYERS

✓ Trustworthy and relevant product information at the point of 
sale, including on their lifespan and on the availability of repair 
services, spare parts and repair manuals

✓ Reinforced consumer protection against green washing and 
premature obsolescence

✓ “Right to repair”

✓ Legislative proposal to ensure companies substantiate their 
environmental claims using Product and Organisation
Environmental Footprint methods

✓ Mandatory green criteria in public 
procurement  in sectoral legislation 

✓ Mandatory reporting on GPP

Source: EU Commission



DESIGNING SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTS

Sustainable Product Policy Legislative Initiative 

➢ Improve product durability, reusability,
upgradability and reparability & address
presence of hazardous chemicals

➢ Increase recycled content

➢ Restrict single-use and counter premature
obsolescence

➢ Ban the destruction of unsold durable goods

➢ Incentivise product-as-a-service

➢ Mobilise digitalisation, introduce digital product
passport

What? 

« Sustainable products should be the norm, not the 
exception »

Source: EU Commission -



MAKING CIRCULARITY WORK FOR PEOPLE, PLANET AND 
PROFITS

➢ Addressing the social, regional and urban dimensions

➢ Increasing the synergies with climate policies

➢ Getting the economics right

➢ Tapping into research, innovation and digitalisation

« A joint agenda, a transition where no one 
is left behind »

« The  social economy is a pioneer 
in job creation linked to the 
circular economy »

Source: EU Commission



LEADING EFFORTS AT GLOBAL LEVEL

➢ Global agreement on plastics

➢ Global Circular Economy Alliance

➢ International agreement on the management of natural 
resources

➢ Circular Economy in free trade agreements

➢ Multilateral, bilateral and regional focus: Africa, Western 
Balkans 

➢ Outreach activities – e.g. Circular Economy Missions

‘Leading the way to a global circular economy: state of play 
and outlook’

The EU can only succeed if its efforts drive also
the global transition to a circular economy

Source: EU Commission - EEB 21/10/2020 – WesternBalkans and ENV.net study tour- 11

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/leading_way_global_circular_economy.pdf


A CALENDAR OF MEASURES

EEB 21/10/2020 – WesternBalkans and ENV.net study tour- 12

https://ec.europa.eu/en
vironment/circular-
economy/pdf/new_circu
lar_economy_action_pla
n_annex.pdf

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/new_circular_economy_action_plan_annex.pdf




Less waste, more value

➢ Working on waste reduction targets 

➢ Improving the performance of Extended Producer Responsibility  
schemes

➢ Continue modernising EU waste laws (batteries, packaging, end-
of-life vehicles, hazardous substances in electronic equipment )

➢ Propose to harmonise separate waste collection systems

Annual waste generation in the EU amounts to 
2.5 billion tonnes, or 5 tonnes per capita a year

In the past decade, millions of tonnes of 
European waste has been exported to non-EU 
countries

➢ Review of EU rules on waste shipments

➢ Enhancing the quality of secondary raw materials
and their markets
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https://eeb.org/library/waste-shipment-regulation-wsr-

feedback-on-the-inception-impact-assessment/

https://eeb.org/library/waste-shipment-regulation-wsr-feedback-on-the-inception-impact-assessment/


https://meta.eeb.org/2020/11/03/whatever-happened-to-
europes-circular-economy/

https://meta.eeb.org/2020/11/03/whatever-happened-to-europes-circular-economy/


https://eeb.org/library/circular-economy-memer-states-delaying-the-
inevitables-targets/

https://eeb.org/library/circular-economy-memer-states-delaying-the-inevitables-targets/




Review clauses

33

End of 2020 Review essential requirements for packaging; Review of ELV Directive

End of 2022 Set EU waste oil recovery targets

End of 2023 Set EU food waste reduction targets

End of 2024 Introduce additional waste prevention measures, including EU waste reduction targets

Set EU preparation for re-use and recycling targets for construction & demolition waste, 

textile, commercial, non-hazardous industrial waste, municipal bio-waste and other waste 
streams. 

Measures to regulate, including through restrictions, waste disposal operations

Review packaging waste recycling targets

End of 2028 COM proposal to review 2035 MSW recycling target, including calculation rules

-



Transposition timeline

EEB+ZWE timeline of the transposition

- lists all the milestones

- an overview of the obligations for MS

- examples of national legal formulations

Implemantation is key
Development of strategies and plans

Commitment to specific instruments 

Committing funding / making investments

Monitoring and Reporting measures

https://eeb.org/work-areas/resource-efficiency/waste-recycling/


https://eeb.org/library/10-policy-priorities-to-reduce-waste/

https://eeb.org/library/10-policy-priorities-to-reduce-waste/










Taxing 
resources

Eco-taxes

Green 
certificates

EPR

Deposit 
return 
system

Pay as you 
throw (PAYT)

Taxign 
landfilling

Product 
Life-cycle

Taxing 
incinerationPrimary 

raw 
materials

Recycled 
content

Separate 
collection

Products

waste

landfill

Secondary 
raw materials

Incineration

Tax rebates

Tax rebates

Zero Waste – economic instruments





EU Waste Directives explained + examples of good transposition
https://eeb.org/work-areas/resource-efficiency/waste-recycling/

https://eeb.org/work-areas/resource-efficiency/waste-recycling/


https://eeb.org/library/explained-economic-instruments-waste-prevention/

https://eeb.org/library/explained-economic-instruments-waste-prevention/
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RELEVANT INITIATIVES

Dutch CE Strategy



www.eeb.org
www.eeb.org; 

http://www.eeb.org/
http://www.eeb.org/


https://meta.eeb.org/

https://meta.eeb.org/




6 principles of Circular Economy - video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTIEOn-6FJQ&feature=emb_title


TEŞEKKÜR 

EDERİM!
www.eeb.org

@Green_Europe

@EuropeanEnvironmentalBureau

eeb@eeb.org 
The EEB gratefully acknowledges the financial support from the LIFE Programme of the European 

Union. This communication reflects the organizers’ views and does not commit the donors.

mailto:piotr.barczak@eeb.org


MORE




