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BELGIUM: CALLS TO DEEPEN EU’S COMMITMENT TO GREEN DEAL 

The corona pandemic has started a debate about the future of the European Green Deal.  

 

At the forefront, a growing chorus of voices is 
calling for the EU’s flagship initiative to be 
strengthened and used as a “greenprint” for the 
post-COVID-19 economy. Khaled Diab 
reports. Andrej Babiš, the Czech prime minister 
and populist billionaire, has seized on the 
coronavirus pandemic to try to sink the EU’s 
flagship European Green Deal. “Europe should 
forget about the Green Deal now and focus on 
the coronavirus instead,” he said. “Now that the 
epidemic is nearly over in China, the country is 
once again the biggest producer of medical 
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material and the entire planet is going shopping 
in China… We really have a lot to learn from 
China.” 

While Babiš is not alone in seeing the corona 
crisis as an opportunity to bash the Green Deal, 
more responsible leaders are already looking at 
how to restart the economy in a way that 
protects public health, safeguards people’s 
welfare and ensures a sustainable future for all. 

Leading environmentalists are clear that the 
world’s first priority is to take on the 
Coronavirus and save lives, but that this can and 
must be done in conjunction with the European 
Green Deal. “COVID-19 is a public health 

emergency. Europe and the world must act 
quickly and decisively to save lives and to 
flatten the curve of this pandemic, while 
protecting people’s welfare and livelihoods,” 
said the European Environmental Bureau’s 
Secretary General Jeremy Wates.  

This includes Europe taking up its duties as a 
responsible global citizen when it is needed. 
“While this is turning into a massive crisis for 
us, we are still in a privileged situation with 
social protections, good health systems,” says 
the EEB’s Director of Global Policies and 
Sustainability Patrizia Heidegger. “Poor 
countries are not so fortunate. There will be a 
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greater need for global solidarity and 
partnership.” 

Tackling a double emergency 

“The coronavirus crisis does not make the 
environmental emergency redundant or any less 
urgent. It’s important that government 
interventions support long-term climate and 
environmental gains are not limited to just 
providing short-term economic pain relief. And 
returning to business as usual is not an option,” 
Wates added. 

“Difficult and almost impossibly daunting as it 
may seem, the world is faced with not one but 

two existential crises and two races against 
time: the coronavirus and the climate 
emergency,” the Guardian newspaper said in an 
editorial that echoed the stance of 
environmental groups. “Dealing with both is 
going to require extraordinary focus and 
resolution.”  

What’s needed, Wates says, is a “greenprint” 
for a post-Corona Economy – and the EU’s 
Green Deal could provide a foundation. 

EU remains committed! 



 
 

 
 

 

The publication was produced with the financial support  
of the European Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility 
of ENV.Net and do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union. 

 

Leading European Commission officials have 
been clear about their support for the Green 
Deal this week: “The Green Deal is not over … 
We should deliver and we should work on 
greener solutions,” insisted the EU’s Internal 
Market Commissioner Thierry Breton.  

“We are rightfully making many sacrifices right 
now, and staying inside to keep people safe,” 
tweeted European Commission Executive 
Vice-President for the Green Deal Frans 
Timmermans, who is currently in self-imposed 
quarantine after having met an official who had 
tested positive for the coronavirus. “But when 
the better days come – and they will – we will 
be more determined than ever to protect our 

people and planet and enjoy the nature around 
us.”  

Moreover, the coronavirus crisis fund, worth 

€37 billion, will be guided by the Green Deal, 
Timmermans’ team insists. “We should… align 
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everything that we have, including the MFF 
[Multiannual Financial Framework] into one 
objective, which is to make the Green Deal 
happen,” said Diederik Samsom, Timmermans’ 
head of cabinet.  

Bailing out the people. 

Civil society is clear in its message that public 
rescue packages and bailouts should, unlike 
during the financial crisis of 2007/8, be targeted 
at aiding people and protecting the 
environment. “The European Commission 
must invest in people and avoid bailing out 
polluting industries,” emphasizes Greenpeace. 
“Instead, it must invest public money in a new 

start and help us transform our society into one 
where we truly take care of one another and the 
only planet Earth we’ve got.” 

One highly polluting industry that has been 
lobbying for massive bailouts at the national 
levels on both sides of the Atlantic and in 
Brussels is the civil aviation sector.  

“Let’s not bail out shareholders and executives 
who have spent years lining their pockets, while 
hundreds of thousands of small businesses, 
owner-operated restaurants and creative artists 
go out of business,” Magdalena Heuwieser, a 
climate justice activist and co-founder of the 
Stay Grounded campaign, said on behalf of the 



 
 

 
 

 

The publication was produced with the financial support  
of the European Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility 
of ENV.Net and do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union. 

 

coalition. “It is unacceptable that the industry’s 
profits are privatized, while it expects its losses 
to be covered by the public.” 

Heuwieser urged European leaders to take 
advantage of “this unintended pause in air 
travel to rethink what we can do to stop far 
worse consequences from climate collapse, and 
flying’s contribution to it”. 

This process of rethought and reinvention has 
been in motion for some time. 
Environmentalists have long been calling for an 
end to the tax exemption on kerosene which 
airlines currently enjoy, and Stay Grounded has 
organised a petition to demand this. Taxing 

kerosene would lead to an 11% reduction in 
aviation emissions (the equivalent of taking 8 
million cars off the roads), would have no net 
impact on jobs or the economy, and would 
deliver €27 billion in desperately needed tax 
revenues, a leaked European Commission study 
found. 

Campaigners have long been calling for 
subsidies to the aviation sector, including 
massive tax breaks and free emissions trading 
credits, to end, and for short-haul flights to be 
seriously curbed and replaced by more 
sustainable modes such as trains. Today 
presents a unique opportunity to invest in and 
promote more sustainable alternatives. 
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Biodiversity matters 

While the European Commission is still 
pushing forward with the Green Deal, the need 
to confront the spread of the coronavirus has 
inevitably delayed some initiatives, such as the 
biodiversity and farm-to-fork strategies.  

Meanwhile, species, habitat and biodiversity 
loss continue at an alarming pace. Not only is 
this bad news for nature, it is also bad news for 
humanity, because nature provides us with 
priceless and irreplaceable services.   

 

“Industrial agriculture is the world’s leading 
driver of ecosystem degradation,” notes a 
recent report ‘Who is paying the bill: 
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(Negative) impacts of EU policies and practices 
in the world’, which was produced by half a 
dozen NGOs, including the EEB, under SDG 
Watch Europe. “Unhealthy and unsustainably 
produced food poses a global risk to people and 
the planet, not to speak of hunger which 
remains an ongoing injustice despite the 
expansion of EU food production and EU agro-
food exports.”  

In addition, experts have linked the increasing 
crossover of viruses and other infections from 
animals to humans to habitat and biodiversity 
loss. “We are researching how species in 
degraded habitats are likely to carry more 
viruses which can infect humans,” Kate Jones, 

chair of ecology and biodiversity at University 
College London explained to the Guardian. 
“Simpler systems get an amplification effect. 
Destroy landscapes, and the species you are left 
with are the ones humans get the diseases 
from.” 

This makes the food we eat a big part of the 
problem… and the solution. One of the most 
promising approaches to farming is known as 
agroecology, an approach that relies on, and 
maximises, ecological processes to support 
production systems. It is a holistic set of 
techniques which combine agronomy, ecology 
and biology to produce food in harmony with 
nature, not against it (find out more here).  
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The EEB supports reforming the EU’s 
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) to support 
agroecology and other sustainable farming and 
nature conservation practices, such as 
rewilding.  

“European governments have demonstrated 
enormous concern about citizen wellbeing and 
have placed it above all else during the 
coronavirus crisis,” says the EEB’s Director of 
EU Policy Patrick Ten Brink, referring to the 
EU’s decision to relax budgetary discipline 
rules under the Stability and Growth Pact. “This 

flexibility is needed also to help implement the 
European Green Deal, drive the transition to a 
climate neutral, circular economy based zero 
pollution world which will help with jobs, and 
invest in the resilience of our society, economy 
and planet.” 

Agroecology: farming for a better 
future? 

With a global pandemic tightening its grip 
around the world and photos of empty 
supermarket shelves flooding social media, 

there’s never been a better time to consider where our food comes from.  
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Asger Mindegaard explores how ‘agroecology’ 
can make our food production more resilient, 

rebuild healthy ecosystems and perhaps even 
prevent future outbreaks like COVID-19.   
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Biting into a delicious sandwich is – literally – 
like biting into one of the major challenges of 
our time. The flour of the bread, the lettuce and 
tomatoes, creamy avocado, the spread, perhaps 
a slice of meat or a good cheese. All of it affects 
the world around us in intricate and often 
hidden ways. 

The ways food is produced, processed, 
packaged, transported, traded, sold, consumed 
and wasted has an enormous impact on the 

environment and the people along the chain, 
from farm to fork. And according to scientists 
and many farmers, this impact is negative – for 
our climate, soil, water and biodiversity, for 
rural livelihoods and for our health. 

As the world faces an unprecedented global 
crisis, experts are linking the emergency of 
COVID-19 to global habitat and biodiversity 
loss. Researchers at University College London 
have found that species in degraded habitats are 

likely to carry more viruses which can infect 
humans. 

Agricultural expansion is a major driver of this 
trend, but agriculture need not mean ecological 
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disruption. It is, in fact, entirely possible to farm 
with, rather than against nature.  

We need different farming  

We need a paradigm shift in the way food is 
produced in the world. This is recognised by the 
United Nations’ organisation for food and 
agriculture (FAO) and by numerous other 
agencies and scientists. And is underscored by 
the current health crisis the world is battling and 
its impacts on our food supply chains. 

It is not viable to put our faith solely in 
technological innovation to save the day, 
however tempting. We will undoubtedly 

benefit from technological advances and we 
will need to harness the potential of new 
machinery and digitalisation for people and 
planet. But the main innovation needed is social 
and knowledge-based. 

The industrial farming model is not fit for 
purpose. Its insatiable use of finite resources, its 
countless adverse impacts on the health of 
humans and ecosystems and its dependence on 
fossil fuels and chemical inputs render it 
fundamentally unsustainable. And it cannot be 
fixed by some tweaks in the margins and better 
technology. An essentially different paradigm 
for how we think about farming is urgently 
needed. And this could well be agroecology.  
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Roots of good farming  

The word ‘agroecology’ has a long and winding 
history. When we talk about agroecology in this 
article, we mean the practice of “applying 
ecological concepts and principles to optimise 
interactions between plants, animals, humans 
and the environment”, as defined by the FAO.  

Agroecology is not any particular production 
system, but rather an approach that relies on, 
and maximises, ecological processes to support 
production systems; it is a way of thinking 
holistically about agronomy, ecology and 
biology. To produce food in harmony with 
nature, not against it.  

The FAO lists 10 Elements of Agroecology. 
Diversity, recycling, synergies, resilience and 
efficiency are core to this production paradigm, 
but also respect, co-learning, food culture, and 
governance are emphasised for the food system 
surrounding agriculture. To acknowledge and 
learn from traditional knowledge and from 
natural processes is key, but this does not 
exclude the strategic mobilisation of digital 
technology and other technological 
innovations.  

Is agroecology like organic farming?  

Several well-known practices are, at least 
partially, agroecological. Organic farming, as 
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defined by the EU organic regulation, is a step 
in the right direction and nature-based solutions 
for the management of water, biodiversity, 
soils, pollution and livestock for example, are 
also highly compatible with agroecology.  

Other prominent systems such as conservation 
agriculture (agriculture based on not tilling the 
soil) and agroforestry (the integration of trees 
and agriculture) are based on some 
agroecological principles but can still be 
managed in largely conventional ways. 

While agroecology is not a specific system and 
is defined quite broadly, there are certain clear 
red lines as to what is not agroecology.     

The use of synthetic pesticides cannot be 
considered agroecology, while approaches as 
integrated pest management (IPM) and farm 
designs maximising the presence of natural 
enemies could be. 

Dependence on external mineral fertiliser for 
crop growth is incompatible with agroecology, 
whereas long-cycle crop rotation, soil cover, 
nitrogen-fixing crops and application of local 
manure and compost are agroecological ways 
of ensuring fertile soils. 

Vast fields with one single crop, monocultures, 
cannot be considered agroecology. 
Agroecological systems depend on diversity on 
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field and farm-level to safeguard biodiversity, 
soil health and resilience and to prevent 
nutrients pollution of air and water. 

Industrial livestock production, dependent on 
large amounts of antibiotics and imported feed, 
while causing immense animal suffering and 
environmental pollution can never be 
agroecological. But extensive livestock 
production as part of mixed farming systems 
with high esteem for animal welfare can be 
agroecological. 

These are not the only red flags but give an idea 
about the sort of farming fitting under the 
agroecology umbrella.  

Next stop: agroecology  

Agroecology is a good answer to the countless 
environmental issues emanating from the food 
we eat. In an agroecological future, we would 
also naturally eat more healthily. We would eat 
more plant-based foods and less but better 
meat, seafood, eggs and dairy. This would, 
simultaneously, counter environmental 
degradation and the many diet-related 
noncommunicable diseases (cardiovascular 
diseases, obesity, diabetes, certain types of 
cancer) on the rise in the EU and in the world.  

Transition to agroecology in Europe and 
worldwide can also improve our food security. 
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Research has shown that Europe can feed itself 
based on fully agroecological agriculture, on 
the condition that we shift towards healthier, 
more plant-based diets. In developing 
countries, moving towards agroecology could 
actually increase yields and contribute to 
climate change adaptation. In addition, moving 
towards a food system that had a positive 
ecological footprint can benefit our health, by 
reducing pollution and reducing the risk of new 
diseases.  

Recent European research (see for example 
here and here) also offers both theoretical and 
empirical evidence suggesting that agroecology 
is economically viable for the farmers. And 

perhaps even more so than industrial 
agriculture. 

Apart from generating a higher farm income, 
one study found that agroecological farms in 
Europe “also provide more employment per 
hectare (thus supporting regional economies), 
use less fossil fuel and make positive 
contributions towards the maintenance of 
scenic landscapes and biodiversity”, the latter 
benefiting tourism.  

Rocky road ahead 

One of the biggest obstacles to the roll-out of 
agroecology in Europe, is the EU Common 
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Agricultural Policy, the CAP. The CAP 
distributes roughly €60 billion per year, or 
around 36% of the entire EU budget, to 
agricultural businesses and farmers. Although 
the CAP has integrated some environmental 
concerns over the years, strong voices from 
science, civil society and thinktanks sharply 
criticise the policy’s failure to shift EU 
agriculture towards true sustainability.  

The way the many billion euros are distributed 
is currently under negotiation, as European 
Ministers of Agriculture and MEPs are 
discussing a reform of the CAP for the period 
2021-2027. This Summer, the European 
Parliament will vote on the proposal. This is a 

crucial event largely defining the way 
agriculture will be done in Europe the coming 
decade. Even before then, we have an 
opportunity to set agroecology as the direction 
of travel for EU agriculture. The European 
Commission is preparing a Farm to Fork 
Strategy which will propose a list of actions to 
make our food system more sustainable. The 
EEB argues that this Strategy must commit to 
moving the EU towards a sustainable food 
system based on the principles of agroecology.  

The first shoots of change 

As Europe battles COVID-19 we are 
committed to continuing our work towards a 
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better future where people and nature thrive 
together. To show what an agroecological 
future for Europe could look like, and why it’s 
a desirable path, we are planning a series of 
articles telling the story of agroecological farms 
throughout Europe. Subscribe below to be sure 
you don’t miss these articles and more in the 
coming months. 

EU takes ‘unprecedented steps against 

throwaway economy’ 

Smartphones will need to be more easily 
repairable under new EU rules that could bring 
an end to products that are ‘designed to break’. 

The ‘right to repair’ is just one part of a major 
new strategy hailed as a “once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to transform the way we 
manufacture and use our products” by 
campaigners. The European Commission’s 
Circular Economy Action Plan (CEAP) was 
greeted by the European Environmental Bureau 
as “the most ambitious and comprehensive 
proposal ever put forward to reduce the 
environmental and climate impact of our 
products and economic activities.” 

Welcoming the groundbreaking new strategy 
Stephane Arditi, the EEB Policy Manager for 
the Circular Economy said that the Circular 
Economy Action Plan can be a turning point for 
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sustainability and climate action in Europe, 
which will hopefully inspire the rest of the 
world. It shows that the systemic change the 
people and the planet need is within reach. […] 
a turning point for sustainability and climate 
action in Europe, which will hopefully inspire 
the rest of the world. It shows that the systemic 
change the people and the planet need is within 
reach.  

Stephane Arditi, EEB 

Campaigners have long argued that the EU has 
a political responsibility to reduce resource use 
as well as the carbon emissions and other 

environmental impacts resulting from wasteful 
production and consumption patterns.  
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The strategy for a circular economy – where 
products and resources are reused or recycled 
instead of being thrown away – proposes 
measured to make sustainable production the 
norm. It hopes to end ‘premature 
obsolescence’, where products break or wear 
out and cannot be fixed. 

Earlier this year the EU was praised for 
providing a right to repair for some home 
appliances. This week’s announcement 
includes proposals for minimum repairability 
requirements that will make it easier to repair, 
among other electronics, broken smartphones. 
This could considerably extend their lifespans, 
the EU executive explained. 

An EEB report last year found that by 
extending the lifespan of the EU’s smartphones, 
laptops, washing machines and vacuum 
cleaners by just one year could reduce CO2 
emissions by as much as taking two million cars 
off of Europe’s streets.  

The Commission’s strategy aims to transform 
the way products are designed and 
manufactured to reduce toxicity and cut waste. 
It also specifically addresses some of the 
product groups with the largest environmental 
footprints, including textiles, electronics, 
batteries, construction, packaging, and 
although less prominently also furniture and 
automotives.  
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The EU also wants to set a food waste reduction 
target and promises to end over-packaging as 
well as microplastic pollution. Arditi said that 
the priority now was to turn the promises made 
in the strategy into laws that can be put into 
practice. “We only have one planet and yet we 
consume resources as if we had three. It’s time 
to do more with less,” he added. However, the 
Action Plan was not universally praised. The 
EEB and Friends of the Earth Europe both 
criticised missing targets for reducing resource 
use and for businesses to prevent waste. 

“The proposal ticks almost all boxes, but does 
not explicitly target Europe’s over-
consumption of resources. Without binding 

EU-wide targets, governments risk losing 
momentum and neglecting the fundamental 
objective of reducing our consumption 
footprint,” he said. Last week, the EEB 
criticized the European Commission for 
publishing a far less ambitious proposal to 
reach net-zero carbon emissions by 2050.  

The Commission’s Industrial Strategy, which 
was released the day before the Circular 
Economy action plan, has also been fiercely 
criticised. Industrial pollution is one of 
Europe’s biggest challenges, the EEB said. 

Christian Schaible, EEB Industrial Production 
Policy Manager said:  
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“A strategy is normally a plan of actions 
designed to achieve an overall aim. The 
European Green Deal’s aim is to achieve a 
circular, decarbonised and zero pollution vision 
for the EU industry. The Commission fails to 

grasp the scale of urgency and lacks clarity as 
to what direction and action to take for a 
responsible innovation and sustainable 
transition.”Schaible stressed the need for the 

Commission to avoid working only towards “decarbonisation” but rather to take advantage of a golden 
opportunity for “depollution” – by transforming EU industry to achieve the zero pollution ambition set 
in the European Green Deal.
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BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA: THE ENERGY FUTURE OF THE WESTERN 
BALKANS, ENERGY SUMMIT TREBINJE – SET2020  

The gathering with the slogan Energy Future of 
the Western Balkans is organized by the City of 
Trebinje, the SET enterprise and power utility 
Elektroprivreda Republike Srpske (ERS) under 
the sponsorchip of the Government of the 
Republika Srpska and the Ministry of Foreign 
Trade and Economic Relations of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. The Summit was organized on 
5th and 6th of March, 2020. The participants 

discussed on great interest from abroad for 
investment in solar power plants and wind 
parks, readiness of the Government of RS to  
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discuss quotas for BiH for wind and solar 
energy. The draft of the Law on Electric Power 
was also presented as some new advantages 

will be included in the Law. It will enable consumers, for the first time, to freely choose electricity 
supplier, while government will regulate market activities and prices. The legislation is promoting the 
use of electric cars and for the first time provisions were included about charging stations, the necessary 
infrastructure and the conditions to provide the service. 

Increase of the cases of COVID-19 patients in world and in BiH brought the decrease of business 
and economy activities. Many businesses were closed from 16th of March, 2020. Government 
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foresees that the situation will be for couple of months like this, and thus it is decided to close 
economy activities where many people gather in one place (such as shops, cafes, restaurants), while 
administrative services (courts, public offices) were closed and only some activities can be done. 

LIR Evolution is member of Coalition for River protection BiH, which organized action for rivers on 
14th of March, 2020, on the World Day of Action for Rivers, pointing out the Declaration on the 
Protection of Rivers of the Western Balkans. The Coalition demands from the competent 
authorities at all levels of government to immediately abolish public incentives for energy production 
from small hydropower plants. Those incentives are bringing more damage to the environment, while 
benefit is only to investors. The private benefit comparing to environmental problems caused by 
SHPPs, should not be seen as advantage, since environmental protection and problems occurred are 
not easily resolved. 
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ITALY ON IMPORTANT DATES 

21st March - World Day of Forests to 
celebrate and raise awareness of the importance 
of all types of forests. On each International 
Day of Forests, countries are encouraged to 
undertake local, national and international 
efforts to organize activities involving forests 

and trees, such as tree planting campaigns. The 
theme for 2020 is Forests and Biodiversity. 

Read more: 
https://www.un.org/en/observances/forests-
and-trees-day  

https://www.un.org/en/observances/forests-and-trees-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/forests-and-trees-day
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22nd Mach - World Water Day to celebrate 
water and raises awareness of the 2.2 billion 
people living without access to safe water. It is 
about taking action to tackle the global water 
crisis. A core focus of World Water Day is to 
support the achievement of Sustainable 
Development Goal 6: water and sanitation for 
all by 2030. World Water Day 2020 is about 
water and climate change – and how the two are 
inextricably linked. 

Read more: 
https://www.un.org/en/observances/water-day  

 

Funding opportunities for grass-root 
CSOs, media and individuals (activists) 

Building a Low-Carbon, Climate Resilient 
Future: Next-Generation Batteries: The 
objective is to develop and validate or 
demonstrate innovative next-generation battery 
technologies for stationary energy storage that 
have a low cost, high safety, high depth of 
discharge, and high cycle life and efficiency. 
Development must include the integration of 
sensors and/or battery management electronics 
in the cell, and the potential for upscaling the 
battery systems. The battery systems should 
have optimal sustainability throughout the 

https://www.un.org/en/observances/water-day
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entire supply chain, including the substitution 
of critical raw materials. A key issue is the 
design of an efficient production process with 
minimal environmental impacts across the 
whole life-cycle, including recycling. 

Closing Date: 21st April 2020 

Theme: Technologies, Innovation, Energy, 
Climate, Transport 

https://www.euro-
access.eu/calls/building_a_low-
carbon_climate_resilient_future_next-
generation_batteries  

 

Spotlight on a particular grass-root 
initiative different for every issue  

1st Western Balkans Civil Society Summit 
successfully concluded its 3- working days with 
recommendations for the governments. More 
than 100 civil society representatives gathered 
together to discuss about the future 
development of the region and the civil society 
sector to better enhance the regional 
cooperation. 

Read more: 
http://westernbalkansfund.org/2020/03/03/1st-
western-balkans-civil-society-summit-

https://www.euro-access.eu/calls/building_a_low-carbon_climate_resilient_future_next-generation_batteries
https://www.euro-access.eu/calls/building_a_low-carbon_climate_resilient_future_next-generation_batteries
https://www.euro-access.eu/calls/building_a_low-carbon_climate_resilient_future_next-generation_batteries
https://www.euro-access.eu/calls/building_a_low-carbon_climate_resilient_future_next-generation_batteries
http://westernbalkansfund.org/2020/03/03/1st-western-balkans-civil-society-summit-successfully-concludes-its-3-working-days-with-recommendations-for-the-governments/
http://westernbalkansfund.org/2020/03/03/1st-western-balkans-civil-society-summit-successfully-concludes-its-3-working-days-with-recommendations-for-the-governments/
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successfully-concludes-its-3-working-days-
with-recommendations-for-the-governments/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MONTENEGRO: ALLIANCE FOR EUROPE 

Goverment of Montenegro, led by Prime 
Minister Markovic, has initiated broad political 
and social dialogue with relevant social and 
political actors on topics critical to the 
successful completion of our European 
integration process. The Prime Minister invited 

parliamentary opposition political parties, 
representatives of the academic community, the 
media, the non-governmental sector to take part 
in dialogue.  

http://westernbalkansfund.org/2020/03/03/1st-western-balkans-civil-society-summit-successfully-concludes-its-3-working-days-with-recommendations-for-the-governments/
http://westernbalkansfund.org/2020/03/03/1st-western-balkans-civil-society-summit-successfully-concludes-its-3-working-days-with-recommendations-for-the-governments/
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Green Home, as one of the leading NGOs in 
Montenegro, is part of this initiative. At a 
meeting with the Prime Minister of Montenegro 
and representatives of the institutions, we 
discussed topics that are socially recognized as 
problematic, primarily waste management, 
water, forest resources and protected areas. 

Law on Energy 

A public call was issued for proposals and 
suggestions to remove obstacles for connecting 
structures to the grid, for the improvement of 
conditions for prosumers and to enable trade in 
electricity. This law harmonizes the goals with 

the Energy Policy of Montenegro until 2030 and other planning and strategic documents.  

This Low should simplify the procedure of connecting structures to the grid, determine the framework 
for trading electricity on the domestic market and encourage the production of power for own needs 
with self-owned devices – namely prosumers. Green Home will participate in the public consultation 
process. 
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NORTH MACEDONIA: BY 2040, NORTH MACEDONIA WILL NEED 1.5 BILLION 
EUROS FOR ENERGY EFFICIENCY OF BUILDINGS 
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According to the latest "Energy Development 
Strategy in the Republic of North Macedonia by 
2040” the country will need a minimum of 1.5 
billion euros by 2040 to reconstruct existing 

housing, commercial and public facilities to 
implement energy efficiency measures. 

The Strategy outlines three scenarios for the 
period up to 2040 – referent, moderate and 
green transition scenarios, and with them, the 
funds that will be needed to spend on changing 
windows, doors and roofs, the construction of 
new facades and other interventions and 
measures to achieve savings in energy 
consumption in already built facilities across 
the country. 

The referent scenario envisages 1 billion and 
576 million euros for the reconstruction of the 
existing facilities in the next two decades, while 
the scenario of moderate transition envisages 1 
billion and 726 million euros for this purpose. 
The green scenario for energy reconstruction of 
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existing facilities requires the most funds. 
According to the Strategy, by 2040, as much as 
2 billion and 558 million euros will have to be 
allocated - mostly for the rehabilitation of 
residential buildings in Macedonian 
municipalities. 

The Ministry of Economy says that the new 
Law on Energy Efficiency has created a legal 
basis for the adoption of a national Strategy for 
reconstruction of facades in the upcoming 
period. Using the TABULAR methodology, the 
typology of the buildings in the residential 
sector is currently being developed by 
collecting data on them, in order to establish a 
complete insight into the real situation. 

The typology of buildings will be the starting 
point for the preparation of the Strategy for 
reconstruction of buildings for housing, public 
and commercial buildings, which according to 
the Law on Energy Efficiency is expected to be 
adopted no later than two years from the entry 
into force of the law. However, the biggest 
dilemma facing the state is the provision of 
funds for the implementation of energy 
efficiency measures at existing facilities. 
Preparations are underway for the launch of the 
Energy Efficiency Project in the public sector, 
which will reduce the energy consumption of 
these facilities through a loan from the World 
Bank in the amount of 25 million euros. Other 



 
 

 
 

 

The publication was produced with the financial support  
of the European Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility 
of ENV.Net and do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union. 

 

sources of funding from the state will still need 
to be sought, and more time will be needed for 
the establishment of a national Energy 
Efficiency Fund. 

The Ministry of Economy points out that the 
legislation on the establishment of the Energy 
Efficiency Fund will have to be drafted and 
adopted in approximately one year after the 
launch of the Energy Efficiency Project in the 
public sector, while the National Fund would 
work within two years after the start of the 
project activities for implementation of energy 
efficiency measures in the public sector. 

By the end of the year, the state 
laboratory that measures air pollution 
will be accredited 

The Ministry of Environment recently signed 
an agreement with Euromak-Control DOO 
Skopje to prepare documentation for the start of 
the accreditation process of the Central 
Laboratory within the Ministry, which has not 
been yet accredited for air quality testing 
methods. 

The selected company has an obligation to 
prepare the necessary documentation for 
accreditation of the Central Laboratory within 
five months, after which it will apply to the 
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Institute for Accreditation of Macedonia for 
accreditation of methods for air quality testing. 
The entire accreditation process is expected to 
be completed within a year. On March 11, this 
was announced by the Minister of 
Environment, Naser Nuredini. 

Once the methods used have been accredited, 
the MoEPP Central Laboratory will be able to 
perform air pollution measurements and 
pollution control inspections, and the results 

obtained from the samples taken by the 
competent inspections will be considered 
relevant in all official procedures.  So far, it has 
not been the case. 

The problem with the accreditation of the 
laboratory at the MoEPP is not new. For 
decades, the environmental inspectors were 
taking the samples for testing in private 
laboratories, accredited for testing air pollution. 
Because these laboratories were often hired by 

the companies in question, environmental associations and the professional public pointed to a possible 
conflict of interest and unbiased measurements and determination of the actual situation with air 
pollution.
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SERBIA: CLIMATE CARAVAN” – “CONQUERING RENEWABLE ENERGY 
SOURCES” 

The project „Climate Caravan “– „Everyone active to combat 

climate change! “is running by the French Institute in Serbia. 
The project aims to highlight climate change issues, raise 
awareness of this global problem, and call for action different 
stakeholders, citizens, businesses, public institutions and 
decision-makers. The project promotes simple and operational 
solutions that can be implemented to combat climate change, 
at all levels,regardless of age, knowledge and previous 
experience.  

 This 
project 
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brings together Serbian and French 
stakeholders, in order to promote already 
developed solutions to this problem in both 
countries and to offer an opportunity to 
exchange opinions and good practices within 
scientific, professional and public debates. 
French Institute in Serbia supports 
Environmental Ambassadors for Sustainable 
Development, providing material for 
exhibition, to organize advocacy campaign 
together with Eco-school Serbia network, as a 
wider public support to combat climate change. 

This project of the French Institute in Serbia 
aims to raise awareness among Serbian citizens, 
especially young people, that fossil fuels are a 

major cause of CO2 emissions and that our 
natural resources, even if still immense, are not 
inexhaustible. Developed awareness and 
support from the population are essential to 
focus the country on producing electricity from 
renewable sources. Citizens must think about it 
as well as to understand it, in order to adapt 
their behavior and participate in the energy 
transition towards which the country moves. 

The exhibition and accompanying events was 
organized as advocacy campaign under the 
env.net project in Serbia, and started in 
November 2019. By the end of March 2019, ten 
local communities in Serbia with their Eco-
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schools hosted Climate Caravan exhibition and 
presented models how renewable energy is 
looking and which are benefits to transit from 
fossil fuels to renewable sources. There were 
more than 1000 visitors of exhibition and 
participants, from pre-schools, students, 
teachers, citizens, who were very interested to 
share experience to other community members 
in order to have more sustainable environment. 
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TURKEY: WHO ANNOUNCES COVID-19 OUTBREAK A PANDEMIC 

Referred to the press release by World Health Organization (WHO) Europe’s Standing Committee of 
the Regional Committee, there are more than 20 000 confirmed cases and there have been almost 1000 
deaths in the European Region as of the morning of 12 March. WHO’s Director-General announced 
that COVID-19 can be characterized as a pandemic. This is due to the rapid increase in the number of 
cases outside China over the past 2 weeks that has affected a growing number of countries. 
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THE REGULATION OF DRINKING-POTABLE WATER BASIN AMENDED AS TO 
PERMIT POWER PLANTS IN THE BASINS  

The amendment made in the Regulation on 
March 10, 2020 lets the construction of thermal 
power plants in the long-distance protection 
belts of drinking water basins. Long-distance 
protection belt of the drinking water suppling 
facilities such as natural lakes, dam lakes and 
ponds is defined as the whole basin except the 
absolute, short and medium distance protection 
belts. In the old arrangement, only solar and 
wind power plants were allowed to be installed 
in these areas; the new regulation also allows 
other power generation facilities such as hydro 

plants, thermal power plants. Thermal power 
plants are facilities that pollute the air, soil, 
surface and groundwater assets with their air 
pollution and toxic emissions. Particularly, coal 
plants have higher levels of air, soil and water 
pollution due to the solid waste such as ash. 
Allowing thermal power plants in drinking 
water basins, which are vital, is an important 
threat for limited drinking water resources that 
is under pressure with effects such as climate 
change and increasing population. 
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Env.net sub-grantees briefed about the 
project implementation  

The subgrantees of Env.Net Small Grants 
Programme namely Ondokuz Mayıs University 
Environmental Problems Research Center 
(Samsun), Atatürk University Faculty of 

Engineering (Erzurum) and Sosyal İklim 
Derneği (İzmir). The Meeting was held online 
due to pandemic. TEMA staff briefed the 
subgrantees about the overall Programme, 
procurement and visibility rules while they 
presented their projects’ objectives and 
activities. 

TEMA emphasized the importance of 
the protection of the water on 22nd 
March World Water Day  

TEMA Foundation welcomed 22nd March, 
World Water Day with the theme of "Know 
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your basin to protect your Water ", which 
emphasizes the need to manage our water 
resources with a river basin-based and 
participatory approach in all processes. World 
Water Day events to be conducted by TEMA 

volunteers are 
postponed to a later 
date due to the 
pandemic agenda. 
the Chairwoman of 
Board Deniz Ataç 
underlined that 
access to adequate 

and clean water, good management of water 
and participation in decision making processes 

are vital and we once more remember 
how important the water is in global pandemic 
conditions. 
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ALBANIA: AIR QUALITY IN TIRANA DURING QUARANTINE… 

Right after the post-earthquake situation in 
Albania as in all other countries we are facing 
the COVID-19 Situation. 

The earthquake situation is now overlapped by 
the pandemic situation and there are several 
issues to deal with. One of them is also the 
environment and the changes happened in the 
air quality. Since the lockdown the level of 
pollution is reduced by a significant percentage 
from the year 2019.  

As it is known the chemicals and particles cause 
air pollution, where MOST of Air Pollution 

Comes from human activities in the form of 
PM2.5, PM 10, NO2! There have been several 
measurements for the air component and PM10 
has shown a significant decrease as a result of 
the decrease in the intensity of construction 
meanwhile, NO2 has a decrease of + 60% only 
as a result of transport. Some of the main areas 
that cause air pollution are as follows: 
Transportation-overuse of personal car and bad 
public transportation; Construction; Industrial 
Factory; Burning from Agriculture; Household. 
If we talk about every component and every 
measurement that was taken, we can see that:
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PM2.5: Average for 26 days’ quarantine (μg / m3) = 19.9 Average concentration during 2019 (μg / 
m3) = 27.8 The difference with 2019 (μg / m3) = 28% The difference with the standard (μg / m3) = 
25%  
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PM10: Average for 26 days’ quarantine (μg / m3) = 25.8 Average concentration during 2019 (μg / 
m3) = 43.8 The difference with 2019 (μg / m3) = 41 % The difference with the standard (μg / m3) 
= 25% 
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NO2: Average for 26 days’ quarantine (μg / m3) = 36 Average concentration during 2019 (μg / m3) 
= 112 The difference with 2019 (μg / m3) = 68 % The difference with the standard (μg / m3) = 25% 



 
 

 
 

 

The publication was produced with the financial support  
of the European Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility 
of ENV.Net and do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union. 

 

From all the three graphs we can see that at the beginning of the lockdown the level of concentration 
was higher. What happen letter days due to restrictions was that the level of PM2.5 was reduced in the 
middle of quarantine and later on was increased again but still equal to standard or below. 

As for the PM10 it was constantly being reduced day by day. The most reduction was marked the 
concentration of NO2 as it is shown in the graph with a 25% decrease from the standard.  

In 2019 the level of all three components were higher than the standard and now it is below it, and at 
this moment we shall reflect for the damage that is caused by human beings for human beings! 

 

 




