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ALBANIA: BEING PART OF #WORLDHERITAGE
- Protected landscapes are an important asset for a country's
Natural and s - socio-economic status, but also for the ability of these
Cultural . " it - ecosystems to maintain a balance between nature-
Heritage of the 3 kg . biodiversity-resources versus artificial interference. A key
Ohrid region e : aspect of protecting these assets is how the processes of
L T—— governance and management of protected landscapes affect
their well-being and sustainability. This type of landscape
besides the biological processes it carries, has a major
importance as well as the added cultural and economic value
for the region.
The natural and cultural heritage of the Lake Ohrid region is
one of the important cultural and natural assets Albania shares
with the Republic of North Macedonia. The value and
importance of this lake was acknowledged and granted
- : ; protection, as the UNESCO declared it a World Natural Cultural
Figure 1- Source: World Heritage Convention Heritage on July 5, 2019, in Baku, Azerbaijan, at the 44th
UNESCO Session.
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Here is important to emphasize that North Macedonian part of the Lake has been part of World Natural Cultural Heritage since 1979. After 40 years now, Albanian part of
the Lake is IN!
This current situation poses also a challenge for the government authorities, including, national, regional, and local institutions, but also for the community. Now that the
Albanian part of Lake Ohrid is protected, it requires efforts to maintain and develop it. This is because Lake Ohrid is experiencing major natural environmental changes as a
result of the ever-increasing anthropogenic impact of recent years becoming a source of concern. There is some evidence of a "frightening biodiversity crisis" due to the
impact caused by human activity accumulated over the past decades. (Merolli, 2019)
Some of the most pressing environmental problems that our part of Lake Ohrid has are:
9 Discharge of urban and industrial wastewater directly into the lake (organic and chemical pollution)
Development of intensive farming practices along the lakeshore (pesticides)
Development of fish growth economies along the surface streams of resources flowing into the lake (antibiotic)
Uncontrolled fishing
Non-management of the streams and rivers flowing into Ohrid
Deforestation and erosion
Presence of at least 4 mining sites
“Red Stone" dumps from where heavy metals are constantly discharged directly into the lake
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Currently at a critical juncture in quality and management is the source of Drilon which is in the most degraded state ever recorded. The turbulence and pollutants present
in surface waters have significantly reduced biodiversity in this habitat, but at the same time it is also affecting its landscape values.

Preserving Lake Ohrid and its watershed will make the future situation of this landscape more sustainable and at the same time increase the economic potential of the
region and improve the quality of life for residents in the region.

The report on potential threats to protected areas proposed as protected areas in the Lake Ohrid region also states: "The precise and beneficial tendency towards pollution
issues is a must in order to meet the natural (iii), cultural criteria of today. (vii) (iii) and the recommendation of the World Heritage Committee (33rd session of this
Committee held in 2009), as this precedes not only any problems in the region but also discussions with UNESCO monitoring teams on the situation of the ecosystem in
general and its specific aspects “(Merolli, 2019).

In the meantime, Lake Ohrid runs the risk of not being listed as part of UNESCO on the endangered list yet. Although two months have passed, we still have no response
from the local and local authorities to prepare the plan of measures to be submitted to Paris at the end of January 2020. As the only document which if approved saves the
status of this property.
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ITALY: WORLD CLEANUP DAY- 21°" SEPTEMBER 2019

On that day volunteers and partners worldwide again will come together to rid our planet of trash — cleaning up litter and mismanaged waste from our beaches, rivers,
forests, and streets,

World Cleanup Day harnesses the power of everyday people to achieve incredible things by joining together. Its beauty lies in cooperation and collaboration: building
bridges between disparate communities, and including all levels of society — from citizens to business, to government. To know more, click here.

4. Funding opportunities for grass-root CSOs, media and individuals (activists)

Grant Scheme for Civil Society Support Programme Il

The global objective of this call for proposals is to support the development of civil society through more active democratic participation in policy and decision-making
processes.

The specific objective of this call for proposals is to empower CS0s in terms of their structures and participation capacities to decision-making processes and networking
skills.

The priorities of this call for proposals are:

« To improve organisational and institutional capacities of CS0s and encourage partnership among CS0s;

- To promote active citizenship and/or participation of CSOs to decision-making processes at local, national or international levels.
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SPOTLIGHT ON A PARTICULAR GRASS-ROOT
INITIATIVE DIFFERENT FOR EVERY ISSUE

Grass-roots movements’ create multiplier effects!
[tis pretty known that in the Balkan region there are the
last free-flowing rivers that are threatened by the
construction of hydropower plants. It is probably less
known that the civil society has been strongly mobilised
to protect them and to actively advocate and lobhy to
stop the construction of additional damns and power
plants. Speifically, Balkan River Defence, a four-year old
grassroots movement led the process by exploring also
_ the grounds for new collaborations with other grassroots
i @ 0T organisations to expand the network active in that field,
One of them is with the (a group of river scientists
working for rivers’ conservation) focused on the
organization of the Students for Rivers Camp held in July
2019 to provide an opportunity for students around Europe to contribute in a joint way to the protection of Balkan rivers. For 28 students from 17 countries, with totally
different backgrounds, was an intensive week, gathered in So¢a valley, Slovenia to express their ideas, to learn about river conservation, to visit the Balkan regions and to
experience the activism.

Figure 2- Source: https://balkanriverdefence.org
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Kosovo: Kosovo assembly environmental commission
reviews projtk law on pollution protection

Atits session in August 2019, the Environment Committee of the Assembly
of Kosovo reviewed the Draft Law on Air Protection from Pollution, which
was approved in 2007 and amended in 2010. According to the Ministry of
Environment, this law should be amended and amended in some articles,
which have had difficulties in implementation. The new version of the law
will provide for tougher measures for polluters, greater and more concrete
tasks for municipalities, greater duties and obligations with inspectors, the
creation of monitoring mechanisms for the emission of gases, etc.
According to lawmakers, Kosovo is constantly facing enormous levels of air
pollution, from power nplants, cars, construction and industry.
Unfortunately, the measures being taken are symbolic and as a result the
number of diseases is increasing. Due to the dissolution of the Assembly of
Kosovo, this draft law will be returned once more to the proposer, since
according to the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly of Kosovo, with the
dissolution of the Assembly, any draft law will be returned to the proposer.
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