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Circular Economy 
“Turn trash into cash”

Upcoming Austrian Presidency: EEB sets Austria 
‘ten green tests’ to improve Europe’s environment

The management of water supply, sewerage and 
waste infrastructure has always been a problem 
in Albania and has yet to be solved, although 
constituting an urgent environmental issue for the 
country. Several laws, strategies, and regulations 
were adopted for these services, but the situation 
in reality does not resemble what is written on 
paper. As a result, the Government of Albania based 

During January 2018, the European Union 
developed a new strategy on plastics progressing 
towards a more circular economy. The main 
ambition of the strategy is to protect the 
environment from the pollution caused by plastic 
waste and to support businesses in the way they 
produce their goods.
Given the pollution concerns, circular economy 
constitutes a topic of major interest to the countries 
of  Western Balkans too. New initiatives coming 
from businesses and governments of each of the 
Western Balkan countries promoting minimization 
of plastic waste are also welcomed. During a High 
Level Regional Workshop on Circular Economy 
Workshop held in Tirana earlier this month (18-19 
July, 2018) the Deputy-Director for DG Environment 
Ms. Joanna Drake emphasised that, “No countries 
aspiring to join the EU will be supported in their 
plans to build incinerations”. 

on the proposal of Minister of Infrastructure and 
Energy, decided to establish a dedicated agency to 
deal with this issue, namely: The National Agency 
of Water Supply, Sewage and Waste Infrastructure. 
Its mandate is to implement legislative and policy 
framework pertinent to water supply and sewerage 
sector, wastewater treatment and territorial 
planning of waste infrastructure.

Belgium
The Austrian EU Presidency (July – December 2018) 
will be judged on climate action, the response to the 
ongoing biodiversity crisis and agricultural policy 
reforms, among other burning issues, according to 
environmental groups.
With environmental issues conspicuously absent 
from the agenda at this week’s European Council 
meeting, the European Environmental Bureau (EEB) 
today published ’10 Green Tests’ for the incoming 
Austrian Presidency, setting out in detail the areas 
of environmental policy where progress must be 
made in the next six months. The 10 Green Tests 
was prepared in cooperation with Birdlife Europe 
and Seas At Risk. 
You may download full text of the ’10 Green 
Tests’ here:  http://eeb.org/publications/112/eeb-
publications-events/92827/ten-green-tests-for-the-austrian-
presidency-2018.pdf

Through its legal and technical authority, it will 
coordinate and monitor all sectorial activities in 
cooperation with all institutions of the country at 
central and local level. Further, it will monitor the 
implementation of sectoral strategies, coordinate 
and cooperate with state and international 
financial institutions, investors and stakeholders 
for the implementation of public services strategies 
and plans the capacity building needs.

Photo: Illegal dumpsite and discharge point of wastewaters; Co-PLAN, 2018

With the COP24 climate meeting to be held in 
Poland in November, driving ambitious EU climate 
commitments to meet the 1.5 degree target is the 
first test in a list that includes ensuring a planet-
friendly EU budget, protecting people from toxic 
air pollution and chemicals, and helping Europe 
move to an innovative, resource efficient, circular 
economy.
As Austria chairs crucial meetings of ministers and 
helps set the agenda until the end of the year, green 
groups want to see citizens guaranteed access to 
sufficient clean water, with steps taken to halt the 
loss of biodiversity by protecting land and seas.
With recent limited progress to move the EU towards 
compliance with the milestone Aarhus Convention 
on access to environmental information, public 
participation and access to justice, campaigners 
argue that the Austrian government must increase 
pressure on the European Commission to ensure a 

Albania: National Agency of Water Supply, Sewage and Waste Infrastructure



Electronic Newsletter July 2018 Page 2I I

revision of the Aarhus Regulation.
Finally, the Ten Green Tests document calls on 
the incoming presidency to ensure that the UN’s 
Sustainable Development Goals are put at the 
centre of discussions about the future of Europe.

The European Environmental Bureau is one of the 
leading members of the Rethink Plastic Alliance, 
a coalition of NGOs working to reduce plastic 
pollution in the EU through ambitious laws. The 
environment committee called for a number of 
measures that go beyond the Commission’s original 
proposals, including:
 A ban on micro-plastics in cosmetics,  
 personal care, detergents and cleaning  
 products by 2020, and   
 minimum requirements to tackle other  
 sources of microplastics
 A complete ban on oxo-degradable  
 plastics – a source of microplastic  
 pollution – by 2020 
 A recognition that biodegradable and  
 compostable plastics do not prevent  
 plastic waste in our oceans and should  
 not be an excuse to keep using single- 
 use plastics
Any financial contribution from taxing plastics 
should go towards preventing plastic waste 
generation.  The reduction of hazardous substances 
in plastics, to ensure that what is recycled is 
free from dangerous chemicals. However, the 
environment committee failed to back measures to 
tackle pollution from industrially-produced plastic 
pellets, which are melted down to make everyday 
plastic items.  It also failed to support stronger 
economic incentives to reduce plastic production 
and consumption. 
The full European Parliament will vote in September 
on the environment committee’s response to the 
Commission’s proposal.

- 01 -
Active collaboration between public and private 
sector is shown in the project “Čista Rijeka Bosna” 
(Clean Bosna river). The project, among other 
advantages, has one significant tool, where citizens 
can mark the dump sites alongside river Bosna. 

This year the theme is the “multimodality”: the 
mixing of transport modes within the same 
journey or for different trips. Towns and cities that 
register their participation in EUROPEANMOBILITY 
showcase their commitment to clean and 
sustainable urban transport. The idea is that by 
introducing some sustainable transport modes 
into our journeys, not only can we have a positive 
impact on the environment, we may just find that 
it is better for our daily life. For more information, 
please visit the www.mobilityweek.eu 
It is worth to mention that on July 10th, a kick-off 
event for the planning of EUROPEAN MOBILITY 

Moving towards circular economy?  EU 
Parliament backs micro-plastic bans to 
tackle plastic pollution

16-22 September 2018: European Mobility 
Week

July 2018 – A Month of Official Opening of 
New Wastewater Treatment Plants

WWTP in Strumica, build in 2017, was the 
first built with EU funds

Bosnia-Hercegovina

Italy

Macedonia

The website (www.cista-rijeka-bosna) and mobile 
phone application are available, and citizens by 
using GPS can mark the dump site, take the picture 
and describe it.

- 02 -
In BiH, started the implementation of the third 
phase of the GIZ Program of strengthening the 
public institutions. The Program begun in 2010, 
first phase ended in 2013, second phase ended in 
2016. The third phase beneficiary institutions are: 
the Public Administration Reform Coordinator’s 
Office, the Civil Service Agency of BiH, the 
Directorate for European Integration of BiH, the 
Public Procurement Agency of BiH and the Office 
for the Review of Complaints.

- 03 -
Commissioner for transport, of the EC, Ms. Violeta 
Bulc, stated that there are 600 million of Euros 
for infrastructural transport projects in BiH. 
Country fulfilled the obligations of adoption of 
the Transport strategy, and signed the regional 
document by which the BiH become the member 
of the Transport community. Commissioner pointed 
out that in Ljubljana, countries of the WB recently 
signed “Zero vision”, document which foresees the 
development and usage of the technologies by 
which there will be no traffic accidents, nor their 
victims. Ms. Bulc, also stated that BiH has strategic 
position, and should reconstruct, develop and use 
the train network more.

- 04 -
Private company, Tibra-Pacific, is planning to 
invest 10 million BAM, and to build the dam on the 
Bosna river. The representatives of the company, 
held the meeting in the Municipality Žepče, with 
local authorities, municipal major, minister and 
premier of the Zeničko-dobojski canton. Even when 
NGOs are fighting and stressing that river dams are 
significantly endangering the environment, flora 
and fauna of the area, the BiH authorities are giving 
support to the private companies, which will be the 
only beneficiary, having financial profit.

WEEK was held in Ankara, Turkey. The event was 
organised by the Union of Municipalities of Turkey, 
who are responsible for the national coordination 
of the campaign in Turkey, where there were 
representatives from nearly 70 towns and cities 
by underlining the enthusiasm for this upcoming 
campaign. 

During July, 2018 two new wastewater treatment 
plants (WWTP) for the treatment of urban 
wastewaters were put into operation: one in Prilep 
(July 3, 2018) and the other one in Radovis (July 18, 
2018).
They are two of the four municipalities (together 
with Strumica WWTP put into operation in 
December 2017 and Kicevo WWTP, put into 
operation in June 2018), which received funds 
from the European Union for the construction of a 
wastewater treatment plant.
The WWTP for Prilep, which is the largest IPA-
funded treatment plant, is one of the largest in the 
country, and is built on an area of 7 hectares, with a 
capacity of 95,000 equivalent inhabitants.
In addition to the construction of the wastewater 
treatment plant, the project included the 

The WWTP in Strumica, officially put into operation 
in December, 2017, was the first built with EU 
funds. It is expected to directly contribute to the 
protection of surface waters and the return of river 
biodiversity. At the same time, it should contribute 
to the protection of the international basin of the 
Strumica River, which Republic of Macedonia shares 
with the Republic of Bulgaria, further emphasizing 
the significance of this wastewater treatment.
With the construction of WWTP in Strumica, Kicevo, 
Prilep and Radovish, as well as with other WWTP 
planned to start with construction within 2018, 
the obligation for construction of 87 wastewater 
treatment plants in the Republic of Macedonia, 
of which 16 should be with tertiary treatment of 
wastewater, is gradually being fulfilled.

Photo: Wastewater treatment plant in Kicevo (20.06.2018) 
Source: Flicker, Status: Public domain Mark 1.0 (No Copyright)
Link:https://www.flickr.com/photos/vladamk/42200490534 

The European Parliament’s environment 
committee voted on July 10, 2018 to 
strengthen the European Commission’s 
overall plans to cut plastic pollution, under 
the so-called Plastics Strategy.
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Prime Minister of the Republic of Kosovo, Ramush 
Haradinaj, held a working meeting with Minister of 
Labor and Social Welfare Skender Reçica, Minister 
of Internal Affairs, Bejtush Gashi, Minister of Kosovo 
Security Force, Rrustem Berisha, Deputy Minister 
of Environment and Planning Spatial Forces, 
Besim Demi, Kosovo Firefighters Representative, 
Muharrem Beka and the coordinator of the “Let’s 
Clean Up Kosovo” initiative, Luan Hasanaj, with 
whom he talked about the preparations for the 
overall action to be taken for the cleaning of 
Kosovo, an initiative undertaken by Prime Minister 
Haradinaj. 
Today’s meeting with representatives of the 
institutions is the first to precede the establishment 
of a general task force and an operational 
plan that will include all institutional actors 
and representatives from non-governmental 
organizations for the general cleanup of Kosovo, 
which will start in the fall to continue until the end 
of the year.

The accumulated toxic waste from mining in 
Novobërdë / Novobrdo continues to be a concern 
for citizens. This is considered to be a risk as it can 
contaminate the river. This was continuous problem 
of this municipality and problem remains and no 

“Let’s Clean Up Kosovo” initiative

Regional conference on the small 
hydropower plants

Ecological actions with citizens 

The toxic spills in Novo Brdo / Novobërdë 
Municipality disturb residents

Kosovo

Montenegro

The Network for affirmation of NGOs (MANS) 
organized a regional conference on small 
hydropower plants, European standards and 
practice in Montenegro, Serbia, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. The conference was attended by 
different actors including NGOs, institutions, 

Cleaning actions have taken place during the 
summer months in Ćemovsko polje - Podgorica 
and ecological action – removing Ambrosia 
artemisifolia in the municipality Danilovgrad, 
amounting to the collection of app. 350 bags of 
trash, and 15 truck tours of construction waste.
The action was initiated by Green Home and was 
conducted in cooperation with DOO Čistoća. 
Ecological action – removing the Ambrosia 
artemissifolia – Ambrosia artemissifolia is invasive 
plant species and the biggest population of this 
species in Montenegro is located in the municipality 
Danilovgrad and near the roads. Municipality 
Danilovgrad, prof. dr Danijela Stešević has initiated 
this action in order to raise awareness of citizens 
about ambrosia artemissifolia. Green Home team 
and volunteers were join the action.

Photo 1_Panel 2_Mrs. Gudrun Elisabeth Steinacker – Former 
Ambassador of Germany to Montenegro and Mrs. Nataša 
Kovačević – executive director of NGO Green Home ©MANS

Photo 2_ Environmental consequences of the unsustainable 
building of small hydro power plants in Montenegro 
©GreenHome

Photo: Ecological actions with citizens 

representatives of local communities, and media. 
The conference aims to raise important issues on 
European standards and practices in Montenegro, 
Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as on 
the participation of citizens and the impact of the 

construction of small hydropower plants on the 
environment.
The conference consisted of two panels: 
- European standards and examples from practice 
in the construction of small hydropower plants in 
Montenegro, Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina;
- Citizen participation and the impact of the 
construction of small hydropower plants on the 
environment.
During the conference a study on the ”State 
Capture Energy Sector” was also presented. 
The full study is accessible here: http://www.
mans.co.me/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/
StateCaptureEnergySector.pdf. 
Green Home representatives were also part of the 
panel discussion. 

construction of an access road in the length of 1.8 
km, construction of an access bridge to the WWTP, 
connection of the WWTP with the sewage network 
of Prilep, regulation of the river bed for protection 
from floods, construction of a fence around the 
WWTP, horticultural arrangement of the space, 
testing of the work of the station and training of 
the employees of public communal enterprise 
“Vodovod” Prilep for management of the WWTP.
The project was realized as a result of the activities 
for ensuring compliance with the EU Directive on 
the treatment of urban wastewater (91/271 EPS).
The WWTP in Radovish has a capacity of 25,000 
equivalent inhabitants and should solve the 
problem of wastewater treatment in the 
municipality. It should also help protect the 
environment and improve the quality of life of the 
citizens of Radovis. In addition to the construction 
of the WWTP, the project includes the construction 
of an access road in the length of 1.5 km, as well as 
rehabilitation of the secondary sewerage network 
in the length of 3.3 km.
Within 2018, as part of IPA 2, it is expected to start 
with the implementation of three other WWTP in 
the municipalities of Tetovo, Bitola and Stip.

actions were undertaken. 
The Kosovo Assembly is continuing the debate 
on the review of the Draft Law on amending and 
supplementing the Law on Vehicles.
Representatives of parliamentary groups 
have displayed  dilemmas regarding the third 
amendment proposed on the ban on importing 
vehicles older than 10 years. Some say that the 
proposals are rational and that according to them 
they will be treated by the respective commissions 
while others stated that the treatment should be 
not only in the environmental, but also in terms of 
security. As soon as a vehicle is imported older than 
10 years, it is imported with a DPF or destroyed or 
one that is unable to stop the emission of gases.
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EASD in big circular economy campaign: 
Re-use of textile

Turkey’s new presidential system: 
implications for the Turkey-EU relations 
and Chapter 27

Waste Management: Three new Reports 
prepared by the Serbian Environmental 
Protection Agency

Serbia

Turkey

EASD became part of the world-wide campaign on 
the re-use of textile, in line with its engagements 
in Environmental network activities (ENV.Net) and 
Eco-schools. Unlike previous times, the focus this 
time will be on the re-use of old textile in order 
to produce new useful products. In the process, 
the Eco-schools network has become one of the 
most vocal pioneers in promoting circular economy 
concepts in Serbia.
Two weeks into the campaign, and Eco-schools, 

The Serbian Environmental Protection Agency 
published three new reports, related to the 
waste management topic, on special wastes, 
management of packaging and packaging waste 
and plastic bags. Comparing data for the period 
2015-2017, it is evident that the quantity of both 
types of bags that are placed on the market in 
Serbia decreased by almost 10%, and it is expected 
that this number will decrease in the following 
month, taking into account the Regulation to ban 
the production and use of plastic bags, announced 
by the Government of the Republic of Serbia. 
Following recommendations given by the Ministry 
of the Environmental Protection of the Republic of 
Serbia, several markets have introduced payment 
for plastic bags in their stores.
These three reports were prepared on the basis of 
data submitted in the information system of the 
National Registry of pollution sources by taxpayers 
reporting, for 2017.
All reports on:  http://www.sepa.gov.rs/

Following the presidential and parliamentary 
elections on June 24, the details of the new 
administration are unfolding. With the new 
administration system, comes a series of structural 
changes, especially regarding the number and 
functions of ministries. The number of ministries, 
which was 26 earlier, is now reduced to 16, in 
an attempt to have a smaller and more efficient 
government. Several ministries are now merged 
together, whilst others are omitted. For instance, 
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock and 
Ministry of Forestry and Water Affairs are now 
merged under one ministry, called Ministry of 
Forestry and Agriculture. Furthermore, the Ministry 
of EU Affairs is now abolished and turned into a 
directorate under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(MFA), namely the Directorate for EU Affairs. 
With the change, the tasks of the late Ministry of 
EU Affairs will be fully transferred to the MFA and 

have collected over half a ton of used textile. 
Twenty Eco-schools participated, collected different 
types of textile and donate all textile to the Eco-
schools for disabled children and elder people with 
special needs. Upon collection, children, students 
and older people with special needs, guided and 
directed by their teachers in specialized working 
places, produce different nice and useful stuffs 
for daily use, such as: bags, patchwork, tapestry, 
simply clothes, and one of the most interesting 
product is “silent book” – teaching mean for easier 
understanding of the main motives and concepts of 
life. The main point of that there is no waste during 
this process; all materials can be used to produce 

something new.
So far, our Eco-schools continue their work 
during the summer time, which will result in 
joint manifestation at the end of August, where 
all products will be presented. This campaign is 
recorded and several short films and presentations 
will be produced, what will be partly in line with 
some of the env.net requirements.
Environmental Ambassadors for Sustainable 
Development is conducting activities in Serbia - On 
the global scale this big campaign is supported 
by C&A Foundation. The name of the campaign is 
“Inspiring World 2018”, about amazing, unusual 
and specific people and their life stories.

the former ministry will preserve its organizational 
chart but without a minister. The Ministry of EU 
was founded in 2011 in a bid to give an impetus 
to Turkey’s accession process with the EU by 
introducing a more coordinated structure within 
the Turkish administrative system. It is yet to be 
discovered how this will affect relations with the 
European Union.

In the new “Turkish Model”, the Ministry of 
Environment and Urbanisation is kept intact, 
however, there is now a new minister, who was 
previously the general manager of the Housing 
Development Administration. The appointment of 
the new Minister is interpreted as a sign that the 
focus of the Ministry will be on urbanisation rather 
than environment. The future policies and politics of 
the new minister is yet to unfold and the details on 
how this new change will affect the harmonisation 
process regarding the Chapter 27 are yet to be 
discovered. TEMA Foundation, together with its 
partners and volunteers will be closely following 
and monitoring the new administration. 

Photo: EASD, 2018



Electronic Newsletter July 2018 Page 5I I

Bad news for the environment in Turkey: 
4 new coal fired thermal power plant 
projects are announced, in the last 20 days. 
In the aftermath of the elections on 24th of June, 
Turkey continues with its ambitious policy for fully 
utilizing the coal capacity in the country. During 
the last 20 days, four new coal fired thermal power 
plants are announced in Afyon/Dinar, Denizli, 
Şırnak, and Kırklareli provinces. Furthermore, three 
previously announced projects in Ağan, Karaburun, 

Western Balkan Summit: the great opportunity 
for the Civil Society.  The Foreign Ministers’ 
Conference invited Western Balkan civil society 
and youth representatives (Civil Society and Youth 
Forum) to participate to this important event. The 
meeting, which took place on July 9th, has been 
an opportunity for these Balkan non-state actors 
to present their views on the main Summit topics. 
The FCO has invited the regional civil society to 

and Çırpılar towns, all in Çanakkale province, 
advanced in their EIA processes during the same 
period. 
As part of its goals to reduce the imported 
energy, Turkish government embarked into a 
coal exploration and utilisation journey in 2009, 
and 2012 was declared “The Year of Coal”. This 
was followed by a wave of licence applications 
for domestic coal fired power plant projects, and 
there are now many projects in announced or in 

the pipeline, on top of the ones already existing 
or under construction. Recently, in the wake of 
the elections, there was a visible slowing down 
in the announcements of new projects and in the 
implementations of the previously announced 
projects. However, despite the opposition to coal 
projects at the local and national level, it seems that 
the new administration in Turkey will focus on the 
continuation of previously started projects as well 
as new investment in the fossil fuel infrastructures. 

WESTERN BALKAN LONDON SUMMIT – 2018 
the Ministerial meeting taking into account the 
great contribution that the Civil Society Forum 
(CSF) had in shaping the priorities for discussion at 
the Summit. As a continuation of this cooperation, 
during the meeting with the Western Balkan 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs and EU officials, the 
discussion was about the youth in the region, the 
future of the Berlin Process, discrimination, and the 
media freedom.

In the run-up to the Western Balkans Summit, 
the CSF has contributed to the content and 
outcomes of this high-level meeting through 
the provision of expert inputs from the Balkan 
think-tanks and policy-oriented CSOs and this 
contribution became an integral part of the 
working materials for the Summit, making civil 
society an official part of the decision-making in 
the Berlin Process.

Photo: Total Croatia News, Jul 2018


