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Albania: New criteria on zoning a Protected Area

The role of the Environmental Protected Zone (EPZ) is to fulfill national commitments to conserve and to preserve in-situ
biodiversity. The system of EPZ subdivision is created to make the rules and limitations for this protected environmental area
more clear and precise, to regulate/harmonize the management of the values of the area with the different intensity of human
activities, taking into account the status of territory protection.

For this reason, the Decision of Ministers Council No.57 dated 6.2.2019 "On the criteria and method of zoning a protected area
territory" stipulates that the categories protected areas under "National Park", "Managed Natural Reserves/Natural Park" and
“Protected Landscape" are divided into subsections and managed depending on the importance of biodiversity, ecosystems,
habitats, flora and fauna, landscapes, economic, social, entertainment, sports, historical-cultural and eco-tourism,

Regarding "Strict Natural Reserve Scientific Reserves" and "Natural Monument" categories there will be no internal zoning but
only permit temporary tourist activities. In order to prevent or mitigate the impacts from anthropological activities, a buffer
zone is created, with a width of up to 200 meters, from the outer perimeter of the protected area, where only suitable
conservation activities are allowed.

The zoning process of protected area has the main objective to ensure the protection of ecosystem habitats, the realization of
division of incompatible use of one sub-zone to ather. Likewise, sub-zoning prioritizes the conservation of special use areas
and of certain natural areas that are unaffected by human activities, but are used only for scientific research or education.
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Belgium: Historic European Parliament vote
for nature-friendly farming

MEPs on the European Parliament’s Environment
committee have on 14 February 2019 stood up for
higher environmental ambition under the next
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). MEPs defended
our environment and health by listening to
scientists'  recommendations and  citizens'
demands to ensure that rhetoric on higher
environmental ambition is matched by allocated
minimum spending for measures to protect nature,
the environment and the climate.

The historic vote is the first time that the
Environment committee has been given a say
onCAP _reformalongside  the  Agriculture
committee. The European Environmental Bureau

EUROPE’'S WASTE PROBLEM'IN NUMBERS
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Figure 2-Source: https://meta.eeb.org/2019/01/31/europes-waste-problem-in-numbers/ 2019

(EEB) welcomed the vote result. The EEB has long argued that given the agriculture sector’s huge environmental and climate impact, issues around EU farm subsidies should be
granted so-called ‘co-competence’ between both committees. By using public money to support agricultural intensification, the EU's current farm subsidy system exacerbates
climate change and environmental destruction. It is damaging to rural communities, public health, and, crucially, current and future generations’ ability to produce healthy and
safe food. While vote in Parliament’s Environment committee shows that MEPs have risen to the challenge of seeking higher environmental ambition in the CAP, given the
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environmental and climate urgency, what is really needed is a full remodelling of our whole farming system. The vote was the first in a set of key European Parliament votes on
the European Commission’s proposal for reform of the CAP which will cover the years 2021-2027. A vote in the Agriculture committee will follow at the beginning of March, and
an all-MEP vote in the Parliament’s plenary session is scheduled to follow in April.

Europe struggles to cut waste, new data

Newly released data shows little to no progress in reducing waste across the EU, the European Environmental Bureau (EEB) warns. EU countries generated 487kg of waste per
person in 2017, according to Eurostat. That's only eight kilograms less than the 496kg generated in 1997, when figures were first compiled. The growing amounts of waste raise
financial, health and environmental concerns, said the EEB.

For details click here: https://meta.eeb.org/2019/01/31/europes-waste-problem-in-numbers/ EEB #WastePrevention

The analysis )

considers all the waste generated by households and offices. Figures reached a peak of 524kg per person in 2007 and a low
point of 479kg per person in 2013, when they began growing again.

With over 600kg per person, Germany, Denmark, Cyprus, Luxembourg and Malta generated the most waste across the EU. .
The primary objective for EU countries is to reduce waste, according to the European Commission’s strategy to transition to a ‘

Kg/person Waste generated in the EU

circular economy, where waste is prevented and materials are recycled.
Biggest ever EU application to use banned chemical that kills hundreds 1597 2000 2008 2007 2010 2012 2022 2033 2024 200 2006 2007

Thousands of firms want EU permission to use the banned cancer-causing chemical that made Erin Brockovich famous. A £./56 source: 225, 2019
consortium of companies has submitted the biggest ever application to use a banned substance of any kind, in terms of volume
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of companies, factories and affected workers. NGOs described it as ‘too big to fail” and tantamount to industrial blackmail. The little-known REACH committee votes on the
application for authorisation. EU law allows banned substances to be used only in exceptional circumstances. Yet the committee has never rejected a single application in all 172
cases. The European Commission is recommending approval. The European Chemical Agency points to a number of weaknesses, writing that: “risk management measures and
operational conditions as described in the application are not appropriate and effective in limiting the risks to workers.” Chromium trioxide, containing Chromium VI, is used for
electroplating of packaging, household furniture, electrical and fittings, jewellery, car and aerospace parts, among other items. A powerful oxidiser, corrosive, carcinogenic,
mutagenic, persistent, bio accumulative and highly toxic, it has no safe exposure level and was banned by the EU in September 2017. Still widely used, it is mostly a problem for
factory workers suffering lung cancer, but also a sino-nasal cancer, chrome ulcers and allergy (dermatitis and asthma) risk to workers. It can also leak into the environment. Itis
estimated to cause over 300 European worker deaths annually and impact a million more. Erin Brockovich battled the substance and was made famous in a Julie Roberts film.

The application (summary) has been submitted by a consortium of firms led by the chemical company Lanxess representing several thousand downstream companies. It will see
11,000 tonnes of Chromium VI used in Europe annually, exposing 117,956 workers in at least 4,057 factories from across Europe. Firms want permission to continue using the
chemical for between 4 and 12 years.

28 NGOs signed a letter, stating that less toxic alternatives are widely available and the application should therefore be rejected as a basic matter of law. Eighty-five percent of
occupational cancer cases come from exposure to only ten chemical agents. Occupational cancers are the leading cause of workplace death in the EU.
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BosniaHercegovina
| — Swedish experts are providing their services to the BiH — SEPA Swedish Agency for Environmental Protection isimplementing a 3,8 million EUR project, in order to strengthen

the capacities of the BiH institutions who would gain the ability to improve the air quality and to monitor the air parameters. The project aims to provide detailed analysis of the
air polluters, and to develop Strategy of environmental protection in BiH.

I1—Best practice example is present in BiH, by company ZEOS, which is collecting 2000 t of electrical and electronic waste. The company is registered specifically for this activity,
and implemented several projects all over BiH, in order to collect this type of waste (EE waste). The projects are implemented in Sarajevo, Jablanica, Konjic, Mostar, Travnik,
Bugojno. The projects covered collection of EE waste from 45 schools, in larger supermarkets and in specific marked areas.

Il - Additional 655 EU questions from EU Questionnaire are aligned among BiH institutions and with Coordination Mechanism. After the alignment in the following period the
translation will be done, and then it will be submitted to the EU. This long-lasting process affects BiH in its pre-accession process to the EU.

This publication was produced with the financial support (o i AT A ) &8 A LIR
of the European Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility & ﬁ - wggn ) 7 e :
of ENV.Net and do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union.




2 ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS

Electronic Newsletter Western Balkans and Turkey February 2019

Italy- Civil Society Facility Programme 2018 — Serbia

The global objective of this call for proposals is to increase capacities of the Serbian CS0s to address reform processes and EU integration process. The specific objectives of this
call for proposals is:

1. toincrease capacities and effectiveness of the Serbian CSOs to address reform processes, among others in areas relevant to rule of law, environmental protection
and socio-economic development at the local level;
2. toincrease capacities of the grassroots organisations at the local level through flexibly structured financial support mechanisms to third parties.

Budget: 5,000,000 (EUR) Deadline: 7th May 2019
5. Spotlight on a particular grass-root initiative different for every issue

At the end of January, about 6000 people protested in Belgrade against the planned construction of hundreds of hydropower plants in Serbia. These protests were followed by
the ones in Peja, Kosovo and this process led to the stop of construction of hydropower plants in Lumbardh until some clarifications are provided to understand the impact on
the environment. It was the decision taken by the responsible Ministry after the protests.

The potential multiplier effect of these protests is very high because they contribute to raise awareness and are an effective way of mobilising people, who manage to obtain an
answer from the governments.

To know more, click here. https://www.intellinews.com/tide-turns-against-hydropower-investment-in-the-balkans-157071/
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Kosovo: In the framework of the EU-funded project: ENV.Net Factoring the Environmental Portfolio for WB and Turkey in The EU Policy Agenda

ATRC signed agreements with two NGOs in Kosovo “Kosova.live and Center for Policies and Advocacy”. The
projects will contribute to the improvement of environmental policy-making and implementation in compliance
with the EU standards in general and specifically one will contribute to build understanding about Circular
Economy among the general public in Kosova (persons ages 15+) and to equip youth (ages 15-32) with tangible
methodologies that enable them to contribute to the creation of Circular eco-systems in Kosovo; and the other
will address the topic of surface waters, accumulating lakes and drinking water supplies.

Conference "Energy Efficiency and Water Conservation” was held: Let's get together against water
pollution

Let's Do It has held the conference "Energy Efficiency and Water Conservation" in cooperation with the American
Green Chamber of Commerce in order to raise awareness of water conservation and energy efficiency. Let's Do
It's Executive Director, Luan Hasanaj, said there will be a comprehensive mobilization to solve water-related problems in Kosovo, as was the case with the Three Months Campaign
“Let's Clean Up Kosovo" as this is a necessity due to the large pollution of the rivers and lakes of Kosovo, for which little has been done so far.

Figurd d Source: ATRC. 2019

In the conference present was also the director of American Economic Chamber of America, Michelle Thatcher who said that the work that has done and is doing Let's Do It is an
example that can be introduced all over the world. Changes can not be sought by governments alone, but all have to engage. These are the changes from which we can all
benefit. Now is the time and we are doing it within the diplomatic expeditions. Let's do it Kosovo is one of our partners and we can show their history to the whole world and
take it as an example, "Thatcher said.
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Also. the advisor to the Minister of Environment and Spatial Planning, presented the work they have done as ministry for
water and energy, and emphasized the importance of raising awareness on water protection and rational use.

Meanwhile, Kosovo Prime Minister Adviser said that "Our country more than ever needs to understand how the
environment is protected in developed countries and how to pursue ways to protect the environment. The Government of
Kosovo for the first time is committed to environmental protection. We as institutions have to share our country's needs
for renewable energy, solar energy, the creation of artificial lakes and then think of a far-reaching future for hydropower
plants. Efficiency is what best suits Kosovo, “said Reshitaj.

Present in the Conference were also Representatives of the Institute for Development Policy (INDEP), the Balkan Green
Foundation, representatives from the Alternative Energy Directorate in Kosovo, representatives of (DI, the Director of the
Regional River Basin Authority, the Lecturer at the Faculty of Science Mathematics and Natural Sciences, Department of
Biology and other important actors.

Figuré - Source. ATRC. 2019

At the end of the conference, all stakeholders agreed on the continuation of cooperation, initially by developing a joint plan and then assigning specific tasks to each, all in order
to contribute to finding alternatives that lead to sustainable environmental development.

To know more, click here https://www.letsdoitkosova.org/mbahet-konferenca-eficienca-e-energjise-dhe-ruajtja-e-ujit-te-behemi-bashke-
kunder-ndotjes-se-ujerave/

This publication was produced with the financial support - AT A ) &8 s LIR
of the European Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility & g otre wégn ) 7 e :
of ENV.Net and do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union.



http://www.intellinews.com/tide-turns-against-hydropower-investment-in-the-balkans-157071/
https://www.letsdoitkosova.org/mbahet-konferenca-eficienca-e-energjise-dhe-ruajtja-e-ujit-te-behemi-bashke-kunder-ndotjes-se-ujerave/
https://www.letsdoitkosova.org/mbahet-konferenca-eficienca-e-energjise-dhe-ruajtja-e-ujit-te-behemi-bashke-kunder-ndotjes-se-ujerave/

2 ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS

Electronic Newsletter Western Balkans and Turkey February 2019

106 fines for environmental polluters during February

According to the monitoring done by Let's Do it, there are 106 fines for environmental polluters during February in all municipalities of Kosovo. This is regulated by the
Administrative Instruction on Mandatory Fines.

From the monitoring data it turns out that the most common type of fines imposed was waste disposal and building materials outside the designated countries.

Even during February, some of the problems identified by the inspectors for the implementation of this Administrative Instruction were the lack of vehicles that inspectors needed
to carry out the inspection as well as the lack of fines to impose fines. While, worrying is the fact that inspectors report that sometimes they can not impose fines because of the
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